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Figure 11.7  n � Percentage of Women in State and Federal Prisons by Race and  
Hispanic Origin, December 2014
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Source: Carson, E. A. (2015) Prisoners in 2014. Bureau of Justice Statistics, Office of Justice Programs, U.S.	 Department of Justice.

LGBTQ Inmates
LGBTQ inmates face additional challenges whether housed in jails or prisons. Research 

shows that they are at far higher risk of sexual violence. Data from the 2011–2012 National 
Inmate Survey (the most recent data available) indicates that this population experiences 
sexual violence at the highest rates of all inmates.51 Offenders include both other inmates 
and guards in the facilities. The report offers these major conclusions52:

•• “Among non-heterosexual inmates, 12.2% of prisoners and 8.5% of jail inmates 
reported being sexually victimized by another inmate; 5.4% of prisoners and 4.3% of 
jail inmates reported being victimized by staff.”

•• “In each demographic subgroup (sex, race or Hispanic origin, age, and education), 
non-heterosexual prison and jail inmates reported higher rates of inmate-on-inmate 
sexual victimization than heterosexual inmates.”

•• “Among inmates with serious psychological distress, non-heterosexual inmates 
reported the highest rates of inmate-on-inmate sexual victimization (21.0% of prison 
inmates and 14.7% of jail inmates).”

Risk of physical and sexual victimization is one 
reason that LGBTQ inmates are frequently, 
and involuntarily, housed in solitary confine-
ment settings. This treatment is undeserved 
and results in outcomes detrimental to the 
inmates. In addition, in this setting, inmates 
are deprived of educational, vocational, 
medical, recreational, and rehabilitative  
opportunities. Transgendered inmates are 
especially vulnerable when incarcerated. 
Think about an inmate who was at birth 
deemed male, but today identifies as, and 
has the physical appearance of, a woman. In 
general, in the United States, these individu-
als are incarcerated as men and are housed 
in male facilities. Dee Farmer, a black, trans-
gender woman, lived this. She is a preopera-
tive transsexual woman with breast implants 
who was incarcerated at a maximum-security 
male facility in Indiana. While in the general 
population, she was repeatedly raped and 
physically assaulted. One result of these vic-
timizations is that Dee contracted HIV. Dee 

Transgender prisoners bring to light challenges in contemporary 

incarceration. How would you handle housing transgender prisoners in a fair 

and safe way? What other populations might require additional attention? 

Why?
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